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ancestors of the Mowbrays and Belers of Leicestershire. We 
then accompanied Roger de Mowbray his son and heir, the third 
lord of Melton after the Conquest, through his journeys to the Holy 
Land, and until we noticed the uncertain date of his death, and 
the doubtful place of his sepulture, not neglecting to record the 
foundation by him of the famous hospital or Lazar-honse at Burton 
Lazars. We next mentioned Nigel the son and heir of this Roger, 
and the fourth owner of this lordship after the Conquest, whose 
vast possessions passed into the hands of his son William de 
Mowbray, the fifth lord, who took so prominent a part in obtaining 
from King John the grant of the Great Charter.

MELTON MOWBRAY, December 20<A, 1858. 

THE REV. J. M. COLLES in the chair.

JUriton an& tyt $Uformatton,
BY MR JAMES THOMPSON.

MANY records of the past, which have never seen the light of day 
for centuries, are at this time lying at the bottom of old chests, 
buried in the dust of antiquity. Having no practical value — 
affecting no title to an estate, or any question of pedigree — they 
remain unmolested in their hiding-places, from the influence of that 
inert Conservatism which forms so essential an element in the 
national character. These documents may be parish registers, 
town accounts, entries of the proceedings of local courts, rolls of 
ancient fraternities, or the muniments of municipal bodies — the 
"short and simple annals" of communities, large and small, once 
as much occupied with the busy affairs of life as wer their successors 
and descendants, may be at this day.

Much has been done by archaeologists in bringing forth from 
obscurity these relics of the former transactions of public life. 
Many have of late years been diligently searched for and examined, 
and their contents have aided in the correction of pretentious 
volumes, and in showing how much, very much, remains to be done 
before a History of England, really worth the name, can be written. 
Local history has thus been largely indebted to such records for 
its fulness, its accuracy, its truthfulness, its graphic interest, 
and its extensive corroboration : a single fact starting out of an 
ancient manuscript, like a bright ray of truth, illumining contem 
porary history in a way peculiar and remarkable. To find
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knowledge in this manner is, indeed, to light the torch from the 
lamp still left burning, however feebly, by the people of the past.

Hitherto, attention has been mainly turned to the archives of 
Boroughs—it has often been supposed the market towns, unincor 
porated, had no story to tell us of their bygone vicissitudes. The 
parish chest, it was supposed contained no secrets worth knowing. 
But this is not invariably to be taken for granted; as there are 
cases in which they either did or do contain something worth 
knowing—something which is not beneath the notice of the 
historian,— if the life of townsmen in the centuries left behind be 
worth studying, and the manner in which they groped their way 
from the narrow and selfish cares of obscure households, to the 
more generous duties of public life, be a subject deserving inquiry 
and prompting to meditation—if the political discipline which has 
in successive centuries prepared Englishmen for the proper perform 
ance of local administration, and the wise enjoyment of local liberty, 
be worthy the study of a people whose ability for self-government 
places them at the head of the nations.

To come to the case before us: large quantities of ancient 
manuscripts, rich in illustration of your local history, are still extant 
in a state of comparatively good preservation. They contain the 
materials for even a voluminous narrative, and they appear never 
to have been either carefully examined, or even partially made 
public. This renders them additionally important and valuable, 
and more stimulating to the curiosity of the antiquarian inquirer 
than they would have been, had it been otherwise.

Before calling your attention to the matters contained in these 
ancient papers, I will attempt to give you a brief preliminary account 
of the growth of the town, ere it had arrived at that epoch in its 
history on which the information derived from the town muniments 
throws so much light. In doing this I have little to offer beyond 
conjecture ; though we learn thus much from original records—that 
the ancient name of the town was Medeltone.

This fact has its etymological significance, as, in accordance 
•with the rule of our Saxon or Anglian forefathers, on its allotment 
to its first proprietor the place was called a ton or town, which 
meant, primitively, the entire area of the lordship, fenced in, and 
divided from the surrounding townships—distinguished by the 
prefix Medel, or middle, to denote its position relatively to adjacant 
and dependent hamlets, on the same principle as Norton signifies 
the North Town, and Sutton the Sud or South Town; Easton and 
Weston speaking for themselves. In all these instances, some 
other town is understood to be referred to, as the North Town 
would be north of a pre-existing settlement and so the Middle 
Town implies the previous existence of surrounding hamlets. It 
is not difficult to perceive how, in the lapse of generations, Medel- 
ton became softened and shortened into Melton—the tendency of
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popular usage being, as is well known, to drop what appear to be 
superfluous syllables in all such cases.

On the assumption of Melton having received its name from 
the fact of its having been the centre of a group of hamlets, we 
shall next discover that something is to be inferred concerning the 
relative date of its settlement; for, as it would not be called the

, "Middle" Town before any hamlets were standing around it (the 
appellation being then meaningless), it must have been so desig-

~~ nated on its establishment subsequent to the formation of the 
hamlets—unless it be supposed that Melton was as ancient a place 

,. • as any of the hamlets, known by some other and older name, but 
named anew for some specific purpose. This, however, appears 

,L improbable. The town was, then, called the Middle Town because 
L If ' w^en it was first formed, settlements were already existing around 

l£ * it, and it was placed in their midst for some definite purpose. We
'-" need not go far to point this out, when it is remembered how much 

the early ecclesiastical arrangements of the country were inter 
woven with its parochial affairs: the very term " hamlet" having 
an ecclesiastical signification, implying dependence on the parish 
for religious ministrations. The establishment of a central village, 
with its attendant hamlets, and subsequently to their settlement, 
followed, then, it is probable, on the erection of a Christian church 
in the locality.

I may here observe that this part of Leicestershire was once 
thickly populated by the Danes and Northmen, as the numerous 
names ending in by indicate. It is now generally admitted (and 
the truth is attested by the eminent Danish antiquary, Worsaae, 
in a work recently published by him) that the Danes may be 
traced all over England by the villages of which the names end in 
by. Now the Danes, it is well known, long after their settlement 
in England, were stubborn and ferocious Pagans, when their 
neighbours and kinsmen, the Saxons, had become Christianized. 
They cherished their hatred of the Cross until as late a date, in 
some cases, as the Norman Conquest; and it is probable the mass of 
them remained unconverted heathens until the commencement of the 
eleventh century. The native population of the county, however, 
had been converted (nominally, at least) as early as the year 650; 
and thirty years after, according to Florence of Worcester, a bishop 
was resident in Leicester; but the Danes were not thoroughly in 
possession of their lands in the midland counties before the year 
900. The Danish hamlets around Melton, therefore, would be 
occupied about that date. At this time, and until the year 970, a 
Christian bishop held his see in the county town. It was in all 
probability under the directions of one of these zealous eccle 
siastics that missionaries laboured among the ancient pagans of 
this district, and one of the fruits of their labours was the erection
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of the church at Middle Town, to which the converts of the 
adjoining hamlets flocked for Christian instruction and worship.

A circumstance like this has in numerous instances led to the 
formation and growth of a rural community. This might be 
expected; for the church of itself, in ancient days, drew round it 
a population, for various reasons, into which I have not space to 
enter, but which may be readily imagined. The concourse of 
persons brought from the hamlets to the church every Sunday, if 
not of'tener, may have led to the same result; and the Middle Town 
must in time have become the place to which the villagers resorted 
for such articles as they needed and could afford to purchase. In 
the reign of Edward the Confessor—a hundred years, or probably 
less, after the date of the foundation of the town—here was a 
weekly market. This lends corroboration to the belief that the 
erection of the church was the occasion of the origin of the place; 
as the ecclesiastics of the age had the influence to obtain such a 
grant from the Saxon Duke or Earl of Mercia then living, and 
were very likely to do so, with a view to promoting the convenience 
and traffic of the district. The reign of Edward the Confessor 
extended from 1042 to 1066, and the Earl of Mercia who figured 
most in history at this time was Leofric, the husband of that Lady 
Godiva whose name is so familiar to all from childhood. It was 
therefore Leofric, or one of his immediate predecessors or suc 
cessors, to whom the inhabitants were indebted for the privilege of 
holding their first markets.

From the foregoing, and from other causes, the town took the 
lead, and in the year 1088, when the Doomsday survey was taken, 
its population exceeded that of any one of the hamlets. At this 
date two-thirds of the people everywhere subsisted in different 
degrees of what we, the moderns, should call slavery: they were 
designated villeins, bordars, and bondmen. The villeins were 
peasant farmers, who, in acknowledgment of the tenure of their 
cottages and allotments, performed servile labour for the lord of 
the manor. At the date here alluded to there were twenty such in 
Melton. The bordars held cottages, and in lieu of money rent 
supplied their lord with poultry and eggs, and their condition was 
generally more enslaved than that of the villein. The bondmen 
were yet lower in the scale of dependence, and might be bought 
and sold, at "a time when a slave was worth only four times more 
than an ox. In Melton there were fourteen bordars and four 
bondmen. Two priests ministered to the spiritual wants of these 
thirty-eight ignorant, homely, laborious rustics, and their wives and 
children, as well as to those of the Hamlets. Clad in their loose 
frocks of homespun linen, or of the skins of animals; without any 
head covering for the men, except their shaggy and uncombed 
locks; without any covering for their legs, except thongs of leather 
twisted round them; shod in sandal-shoes, and occasionally garbed
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in plain mantles of the same texture as their tunics,—these men 
and women, and others like them, the ancestors of the Englishmen 
and Englishwomen of the present day, of lord and burgess and 
labourer, toiled in the fields on the week day, and said mass and 
vespers on the Sunday. In their social life there is nothing for 
the historian to record. To till the soil, to fell the forest tree, to 
sell their produce at the market; to listen in the dark evenings of 
winter, by the log fire, to the legends of the olden time, and the 
whispered and forbidden stories of their yet latent paganism—to 
grow merry with ale on the Feast of the Virgin, or when the 
harvest was gotten in, or when the block was laid on the hearth at 
Yule-tide,—such was the sum and substance of the life of an 
inhabitant of Melton at the time under review.

You have already heard from Mr. North how, at an early date, 
the possession of the town fell into the hands of the Mowbrays. 
But beyond receiving the rents of their humble tenants, and the 
taxes they paid (including the receipts from the markets, amounting, 
according to Doomsday Book, to 20s. yearly), these great barons 
knew little, and probably cared less, for the population settled on 
their estates. Whether the Mowbrays had a manor or mansion here 
is doubtful: as they did not bury their families in the church, it 
would seem this, at least, was not their accustomed dwelling-place. 
Further than receiving from their reeves or bailiffs the yearly 
revenue derivable from the people, and occasionally resting on 
their passage from one part of the country to another at Melton, 
its ancient lord's connection with it scarcely extended. While, 
however, they were yet in this position, the church was granted to 
the Prior and Convent of Lewes, and at this time much of the 
present structure would appear to have been in course of erection— 
the Transition and Decorated Gothic being now prevalent. The 
transference of the benefice in the year 1289 to the Prior and 
Convent of Lewes, probably led to the establishment here of a 
small body of Cluniac Monks, subject to that Prior; their cell 
with its offices being situate in what is now called Sherrard Street, 
on the site of the residence lately occupied by Richard Norman, 
Esq. The monks were provided for by rents, which in Edward 
the Second's reigu were held for them by Roger Beller. In the 
thirteenth century the Knights Hospitallers—another religious 
fraternity—held lands in the lordship, and built a chapel on their 
property, known in the present day as Spittal End. At the close 
of the century John de Mowbray, son and heir of Roger, held in 
addition to his estate here, the profits accruing from markets and 
fairs ; the latter having been- obtained in addition to the weekly 
market held long before. Towards the conclusion of Edward the 
Second's reign a grant of another fair, to be held on the day of 
St. Lawrence, the 10th of August, was conceded'by that monarch.

In these events are indications of the gradual rise of the place,
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from the obscure market town of the Saxon times, when Edward 
the Confessor was king, to a degree of populousness which for a 
time warranted it in being represented directly in the Great Council 
of the nation. In the years 1337 and 1338 Melton sent burgesses 
to Parliament—a fact which implies that there were then dwelling 
here people capable of contributing to the public taxation; for the 
object of summoning burgesses to the Commons' House in that 
age was to ascertain from them how much their neighbours could 
raise in this manner. But the movement was premature ; and no 
doubt the former townsmen of Melton, instead of coveting the 
distinction, pleaded hard to be excused from continuing the 
burdensome proceeding—the expense of maintaining the burgesses 
during the whole time of the sitting of Parliament, and of their 
horsehire to and from York or London, where it might be holding 
its meetings, devolving on the inhabitants.

During the remainder of the fourteenth and the whole of the 
fifteenth centuries, history is silent concerning Melton; and the 
only movement which took place in that long interval worthy of 
our notice, was the institution of religious fraternities called guilds, 
the object of which was the maintenance of priests to say masses 
for the souls of the deceased members, with the hope of releasing 
them from purgatory. Two such bodies were formed in Melton— 
one taking for its patron " Our Lady the Virgin," the other 
St. John. Two separate altars in the parish church were devoted 
to these guilds. The Guild of Our Lady the Virgin was under 
the management of two wardens chosen by the members, who 
paid a yearly subscription towards its object; and the yearly rent 
of a piece of land called " Our Lady's Meadow," and of another 
called "Our Lady's Close," was similarly appropriated. The 
priest was paid a stipend of £4. yearly. St. John's Guild was 
possessed of two or three " wongs " in Melton fields, with various 
shops and houses, standing together in the street lying between the 
Sheep Cross and the Spittal Chapel. One of the " wongs " here 
mentioned lay in the west field under Kettleby hedge, and two 
of them in the north field towards the Nottingham way.*

How long these Guilds had been in existence before the reign 
of Henry the Eighth, no records remain to show; but it can be 
little doubted that the houses and land of which they had become 
possessed had been in a considerable measure wrung from dying 
men and women, prostrated by disease and terror, by a crafty 
priesthood in an age of ignorance and superstition. Towards the 
close of Henry's reign, however, all colleges and fraternities, with 
their lands, tenements, and other property, were granted by Parlia 
ment to the Crown, and by the latter regranted to the inhabitants 
of the towns wherein and about which such houses and lands were

* Deposition of Henry Tollys before Kenelm Digby and George Villiers, Esquires, 
taken at Leicester, April 19, 1577.
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situate, upon certain conditions, for the promotion of secular objects 
and the public advantage. The Guilds of " Our Lady" and " St. 
John" at Melton were thus abolished. The priests were dismissed 
from their posts. Town wardens were appointed to collect the 
revenues. With these the Free Grammar School was set on foot 
—the public roads repaired—other public improvements effected— 
and in short, in this way was acquired the MELTON TOWN ESTATE. 

Whatever advances had been made towards protestant doctrine 
and a protestant form of worship by Henry the Eighth, it does not 
seem that the internal appearance and decorations of the churches 
were materially altered in .his reign. Could any of my hearers have 
been present in the church of Melton then, he would have seen it 
in all the pompous show which the ecclesiastics of Rome yet 
preserve and encourage in their worship. Had he entered the 
richly-sculptured western porch, and through it into the nave, he 
would have seen the architecture then nearly as it is now. The 
wide and lofty nave, with its tall shafts, opening the vista as far 
as the expanding transepts, and beyond to the chancel, where the 
high altar stood, then as now imparted to the reverent beholder a 
sentiment of awe and devotion. But probably the walls and roofs 
were painted—about and around were sculptured the images of 
saint and martyr encased in their tabernacles—the rays of the sun 
shone through panes stained in vivid colours, with emblems of 
religion, with saintly figures, and with the escutcheons of the 
Plantagenets, the Mowbrays, the Bellers, the Warrens, and other 
royal and noble houses—there were three altars overhung with 
splendid draperies and laden with their glittering accessories of 
pyx, chalice, and patine, with silver candlesticks, with lighted 
tapers, and with cherished relic—and over the chancel-screen the 
rood-loft spanned the space intervening between pillar and pillar, 
above which would be seen the crucifix, with John and Mary on 
either side, which arrested the gaze of every worshipper as soon 
as he had passed through the great western doorway. At Easter 
time the Resurrection of Christ was rudely dramatized; for then 
a mimic sepulchre, containing a mimic Saviour, was provided and 
exhibited. If the devotee entered when the mass was performed, 
he saw the priest in his gorgeous vestments, attended by his 
deacons, and the silver censers were tossed aloft, and to and fro, 
while clouds of fragrant vapour ascended and perfumed nave, 
and aisle, and transept, symbolizing the prayers of the faithful as 
they rose to the throne of the Eternal.

All this dazzled the eye, and led captive the truant imagination, 
but it neither tranquillized the spirit nor satisfied the intellect of the 
refoi'mer. Henry was scarcely cold in his tomb, before his youth 
ful son begau to develope the practical consequences of the mea 
sures which had only lately been brought into operation. Orders 
were issued requiring a Bible to be kept in every church, with
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Erasmus's Paraphrase on the New Testament, and the Book of 
Homilies compiled by Cranmer to be read in every church on 
Sundays and holidays. Now, also, in London, people took the 
images out of the churches and burnt them. The year 1547 was 
drawing to a close when commissioners were appointed to visit the 
churches, apparently for the purpose of seeing what they contained 
and for removing the remains of the popish system. The parish 
records attest how this was carried out in Melton. The earliest of 
these records I have met with is thus headed: "The Accompt of 
hus, William Lane and Nicholas Colishawe, churchwardens of 
Melton, maide the viiith day of Decembr in the iiide yeire of the 
reign of king Edwarde the vith." The reckoning is retrospective, 
commencing with the year 1547, the first of Edward's reign. The 
Churchwardens first debit themselves with the ready money they 
had received from their predecessors, and then they enumerate the 
items they have received from oblations or offerings; from parishi 
oners for whose deceased relatives the church bells have rung a 
mourning peal; from persons who have paid for obits or services 
said for the soul's health of departed friends; from the rent of the 
" Lamp Meadow;" from the vicar of Scalford for old taper wax; 
and from various other sources and persons. But what I have 
specially to deal with is another class of items, which will show 
you how the churchwardens, under the authority of the royal 
commissioners, stripped the fabric of all those objects which had 
hitherto decked its walls and altars, and reduced it to something 
more like what it is now than what it had been for ages previous. 
Here are the entries I have alluded to, taken from the Church 
wardens' Account:

"Item, the 9th October paid for a pottle of wine given the king's
visitors .. .. .. .. .. .. iiiuZ.

" Item, pd. for making a bill put in before the king's commis 
sioners at Leicester .. .. .. .. .. iiiid."

From these items we learn that the royal commissioners sat at 
Leicester, though, in all probability, their agents visited Melton, 
and made a bill or inventory of the articles found in the church. 
Another item mentions the fact:

" Item, paid for a pottle of wine given the Commissioner when he 
came to take a certificate of the churchwardens for the 
Church goods .. .. .. .. .. vid."

The royal injunction on the subject of the Bible and Erasmus's 
Paraphrase is thus mentioned:

" Item, paid for the king's Injunction .. .. .. iiiid.
"Item, paid for a Paraphrasis of Erasmus, according to the

King's Injunction .. .. .. .. vis. viid."

This work was placed in the Church, sometimes fastened by a 
chain to one of the pillars, and was intended for popular perusal,
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in order that the reader might thereby be instructed in the Reformed 
doctrines.

In the year 1548 an order in Council was made for removing 
images out of churches. How it was carried out here, your parish 
records thus indicate :

' Item, received of Clement Giles for an image case . . 
'Item, of the vicar for owld images .. .. ..
' Item, of Bartbelemew Wormyll for an Image case . . 
' Item, of John Godiere for Imagis . . . .
' Item, for four banner poeles . . . . . .
' Item, for the green chapell . . . . . .
' Item, for iii quarters of the c and xvi li. bronze tacken down 

the churche . . . . . . . . . .
' Item, reed, of Willm. Green for a tabernakell

iiii<J. 
xiid. 
iiiid. 
xxd.

vis. vind. 
xiid.

' Item, reed, of Robt. Coteller for ii great candelestycks of brass xiii».
1 Item, reed, for other candelstiks . . . . . . . . vs. viii<f .
' Item, reed, of Wm. Adcock for the rest of a chalice sold by hym vis. viiuZ.
' Item, reed, of Clement Giles for the sepulchre casse . . . . viiU. vui.
' Item, reed, for a pair of silver censers and a pyx weighing 33 oz.

and a half, and half a quarter, at 4s. 8d. the ounce. . viili. xvis. xid.
' Item, for certain image cases of wood . . . . . . viiid.
' Item, reed, for a pyx, silver and gilt, sold at London, vZi. ixs. iiijd. 

" Item, for a pair of censers, silver, a ship, for frankincense, of 
silver, ii emits of silver, parcel gilt, ixK. vs. \d. . . xvH. TIIIM. ixd.

" Item, reed, for the cross of silver and gilt, sold at London, 
xixK. xs. vid. Item, for two images, Mary and John, a pair, 
silver and gilt, Ivis. xrf. Item, for a chain, silver and parcel 
gilt, iiiis. . . . . . . . . . . xxii2t. xis. iiiid."

You will have noticed, probably, that the vicar purchased some 
of the old images. This would appear strange, but it is probable 
he may have secretly lamented the dispersion of these figures, and 
may have obtained possession of them with a view to replacing 
them at a future time. The sale of banner poles implies that the 
religious processions in which they were carried had been abolished. 
The removal of bronze, of tabernacles, of candlesticks, of the 
sepulchre case, and image cases, shows the extent to which the 
edifice was denuded of its ancient features; but the sale of the 
silver censers, of the silver cross, which had probably stood on the 
high altar, of the silver figures of St. John and St. Mary, and of 
the silver pyx in which the eucharistic vessels were deposited, 
attests that all which had once been held in most reverent and 
holy regard was now swept away from the church, and that " the 
sacrifice of the mass," the drama of the daily service, with its 
accompaniments of outward magnificence, which once appealed 
to and charmed every sense, was now held to be an idolatrous 
ceremony.

What followed ? Again your parish records speak for themselves. 
When the mass was no longer performed, the pulpit rose into 
importance. Distracted and perplexed as many persons would be 
with the abrupt, if not violent change from the ancient to the novel
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forms of worship, the)' would need the guidance of the clergyman. 
Hence we meet with the following:

"Item, pd. Strybull, the 20th day of November for setting [up]
the pulpit and other work .. .. .. .. iis. viiid."

And again—
" Item, pd. for colouring the Pulpit, the Poor Master's Chest, and

the leaf of the table of the Ladye altar .. .. .. xd."

When the old worship had been superseded, and the pulpit had 
been brought forward into greater prominence than hitherto, 
numerous teachers of the reformed doctrines sprang up in every 
quarter, and in their new found liberty they ran into excesses. The 
Government thought it necessary, therefore, to exert itself in 
placing some restraint upon their proceedings, and in preventing 
the spread of wild and unsound tenets. In the month of March, 
1548, it was accordingly enjoined that none should preach unless 
with the authority of the Protector, or the Bishop of a diocese. 
In the May following a preacher occupied the pulpit of the parish 
church under authority. Where the vicar was at this time does 
not appear :

"Item, for wine given to Mr. Turner which preached at Melton,
the 10th of May, admitted by my Lord of Aubrey .. .. x<2.

" Item, for wine given the bishop of Lincoln .. .. .. xvicZ.
"Item, pd. to ii ringers which rang to the sermon, when the

Bishop of Lincoln was here .. .. .. .. iid."

The prelate here referred to was Henry Holbeach, who is 
represented to have been a very pliant instrument in the hands of 
Henry VIII. He was translated to the see of Lincoln in the first 
year of Edward VI.

Much as the service had been simplified it does not seem to 
have been deprived of the aid of music at this time, for the parish 
entry says:

"Item, pd. to Laurence Baker for half a year's wages due at 
Midsummer for playing of the organs .. .. .. ii

Other preachers occupied the pulpit at intervals, after the 
bishop:

" Item, pd. for wine and horse meat of Mr. Hugh Rawlins which
preached here and showed my lord of Canterbury's license.. yiiitZ. 

" Item, for wine given a preacher .. .. .. .. iiid."

Early in the year 1549 the book of Common Prayer was 
adopted by Parliament. It was that drawn up by Cranmer and 
eighteen other bishops, and it is substantially that now used. 
The new liturgy was read for the first time, in many places, on
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Whit-Sunday in this year. You will here note its first introduction 
into Melton Mowbray:

" Item, pd. to Wm. Barnaby for a book of the new service .. iiis. viiid.
" Item, pd. for a book of the new service bound in paste .. vit.
" Item, paid for a Psaltery in English .. .. . .xiis.
" Item, paid to William Halley the younger the 8th day of June 

for riding to Leicester and getting the note for the new 
service .. .. .. .. .. .. u«."

THE FOUNDATION OF THE FREE GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

It is remarkable that while in some parts of England the people 
rose in resistance against the introduction of the new service, 
compelling the clergy to restore the ancient service, in Leicester 
shire the voice of disaffection to Protestantism was not heard. 
How much of this was attributable to the labours of Wickliffe and 
his "poor priests," who, barefoot and clad in coarsest russet, 
proclaimed with a fervour worthy of the Apostolic age, the simple 
evangel of Christ, in the villages and on the commons of this 
county, a century and a half before the Reformation, it is now 
impossible to say ; but we cannot doubt that some of the descend 
ants of the laity of Leicestershire, who, almost to a man, adopted 
the principles of that great Reformer, still retained the traditions 
of his teaching in their households, if they dared not openly avow 
their belief in them in the market place. The principal disciple of 
Wickliffe was William of Swynderby. He taught the doctrines 
of his leader in your parish church, where he afterwards ab 
jured them, under the terrors of persecution. It is not improbable, 
then, that the seeds scattered by these men had lain long dormant, 
and had secretly taken root in many an obscure quarter, to appear 
aboveground in due season, and that when, under Edward the 
Sixth, reformed doctrines were enforced by Parliament, the popular 
mind was widely prepared for their reception in this county. At 
the same time, it cannot be denied that there was an alloy of 
worldly motive mixed with the more precious constituent of pure 
principle, which induced acquiescence in the new order of things. 
At Melton, for instance, you will have noticed how the property 
of the Guilds of St. Mary and St. John had been appropriated to 
the secular advantage of the inhabitants, and how, in this way, 
your Town Estate originated; so that it is evident the great change 
of the sixteenth century was effected by an appeal to all the 
passions and feelings most powerful in their influence over the 
hearts of mankind.

At an early date there was a school in Melton. In the reign 
of Edward III. such an Institution existed, but its history is 
involved in uncertainty, and in the times of which I am speaking 
it had fallen into desuetude. One of the fruits of the Reforms-
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Whit-Sunday in this year. You will here note its first introduction 
into Melton Mowbray:

" Item, pd. to Wm. Barnaby for a book of the new service .. iiis. viiid.
" Item, pd. for a book of the new service bound in paste .. vit.
" Item, paid for a Psaltery in English .. .. . .xiis.
" Item, paid to William Halley the younger the 8th day of June 

for riding to Leicester and getting the note for the new 
service .. .. .. .. .. .. u«."

THE FOUNDATION OF THE FREE GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

It is remarkable that while in some parts of England the people 
rose in resistance against the introduction of the new service, 
compelling the clergy to restore the ancient service, in Leicester 
shire the voice of disaffection to Protestantism was not heard. 
How much of this was attributable to the labours of Wickliffe and 
his "poor priests," who, barefoot and clad in coarsest russet, 
proclaimed with a fervour worthy of the Apostolic age, the simple 
evangel of Christ, in the villages and on the commons of this 
county, a century and a half before the Reformation, it is now 
impossible to say ; but we cannot doubt that some of the descend 
ants of the laity of Leicestershire, who, almost to a man, adopted 
the principles of that great Reformer, still retained the traditions 
of his teaching in their households, if they dared not openly avow 
their belief in them in the market place. The principal disciple of 
Wickliffe was William of Swynderby. He taught the doctrines 
of his leader in your parish church, where he afterwards ab 
jured them, under the terrors of persecution. It is not improbable, 
then, that the seeds scattered by these men had lain long dormant, 
and had secretly taken root in many an obscure quarter, to appear 
aboveground in due season, and that when, under Edward the 
Sixth, reformed doctrines were enforced by Parliament, the popular 
mind was widely prepared for their reception in this county. At 
the same time, it cannot be denied that there was an alloy of 
worldly motive mixed with the more precious constituent of pure 
principle, which induced acquiescence in the new order of things. 
At Melton, for instance, you will have noticed how the property 
of the Guilds of St. Mary and St. John had been appropriated to 
the secular advantage of the inhabitants, and how, in this way, 
your Town Estate originated; so that it is evident the great change 
of the sixteenth century was effected by an appeal to all the 
passions and feelings most powerful in their influence over the 
hearts of mankind.

At an early date there was a school in Melton. In the reign 
of Edward III. such an Institution existed, but its history is 
involved in uncertainty, and in the times of which I am speaking 
it had fallen into desuetude. One of the fruits of the Reforms-
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tion was, as already hinted, the establishment of a Free Grammar 
School here. The earliest entry in the Churchwardens' Accounts 
thus mentions the schoolmaster:

"Item, pd. to Christopher Whitehead that he paid to the late 
Grammar schoolmaster for part of the wages due at Xinas 
1548 .. .. .. .. .." xviiis. lid."

Towards the close of the following year, however, a specific 
grant was made of a tenement, called the Spittal Chapel, and a 
close of land, of which the rents were to be applied to the main 
tenance of the schoolmaster. The original copy of this document, 
in a very frail and perishable condition, is now in existence, and 
with considerable difficulty I have succeeded in translating and 
transcribing its contents. It runs as follows:

" To all the faithful in Christ to whom this present writing 
indented may come, Nicholas Cowlishaw, of Melton Mowbray, in 
the county of Leicester, yeoman, and Thomas Postern, of Melton 
aforesaid, yeoman, [wish] health intthe Lord. Know ye that we, 
the aforeaid Nicholas, and Thomas Postern, having given, granted, 
and by Ihis our present writing have confirmed, to William Brookes- 
by, gentleman, William Lane, gentleman, Seth Lacy, gentleman, 
Clement Giles, gentleman, Richard Trayford, Robert Halley, 
Robert Oldham, John Fishpool, John Rous, William Carver, 
William Adcock, Thomas Pyne, Thomas Hudson, John Parker, 
John Hopkins, Stephen Shaw, Leonard Lacy, Hugh Lacy, John 
Downes, and Alexander Bell, all that our messuage and tenement, 
vulgarly called the Chapel House, otherwise called the Spittal 
Chapel, and one close of land, with all their appurtenances, now 
or lately in the occupation or tenure of Dionisius Shepherd, or his 
assigns, situate, lying, or being in Melton Mowbray aforesaid, 
parcel of the possessions of the Guild of the Blessed Mary, lately 
existing, pertaining and belonging thereto, which certain messuage, 
tenement, close, and other their possessions, we, the aforesaid 
Nicholas, and Thomas Postern, have lately had given and granted 
to us by a certain Christopher Draper, citizen and ironmonger of 
London, as by the charter of the said Christopher, dated on the 
10th day of November, in the third year of the reign of our king, 
Edward the Sixth, more fully appears:—to have and to hold the 
aforesaid messuage, tenement, close, and other premises, with their 
appurtenances, to the aforesaid William Brookesby, William Lane, 
Seth Lacy, Clement Giles, Richard Trayford, Robert Halley, 
Robert Oldham, John Fishpool, John Rous, William Carver, 
William Adcock, Thomas Pyne, Thomas Hudson, John Parker, 
John Hopkins, Stephen Leonard, Hugh, John Downes, and 
Alexander Bell, and their heirs,—the annual rents, outgoings, and 
revenues of the aforesaid messuage, tenement, close, and other 
premises—that they annually for ever shall pay and contribute to 
the support of a schoolmaster, from time^ to time, to teach and
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instruct boys in grammar, within the town of Melton aforesaid; 
and under eondition that two of the aforesaid William Brookesby, 
William Lane, [here follows the same list of names as before] 
whom it shall happen to survive their other co-feoffees within three 
months next after the death of the aforesaid co-feoffees shall make, 
or cause to be made, good, secure, and sufficient in law, the said 
messuage, tenement, close, and other premises to twenty other 
men, to have and to hold to them and their heirs for ever, under 
special conditions and intentions, the aforesaid; to hold of the 
chief lords of the fee by the rent and service thence due and by 
law accustomed; but that we, the aforesaid Nicholas, and Thomas 
Postern, and our heirs, the aforesaid messuage, tenement, close, and 
other premises, with their appurtenances, to the aforesaid William 
Brookesby, [here the names are repeated] and their heirs and assigns, 
under the conditions and agreements aforesaid, against us and our 
heirs will warrant and for ever defend. In testimony of which, we, 
the aforesaid Nicholas, and Thomas Postern, to this our present 
writing indented have placed our seals. Dated, on the last day of 
November, in the third year of the reign of the aforesaid king, 
Edward VI, by the grace of God of England, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and supreme head on earth of the 
English and Irish Church.

By me By me
THOMAS POSTERN NICHOLAS COWLISHAW."
All this technical phraseology expresses in a circuitous, legal 

manner, the simple fact which thus appears in the Churchwardens1 
Accounts:

" Item, paid by Nicholas Cowlishaw to Christopher Draper of 
London, the 21st day of November, for a parcel of land, with 
the appurtenances, lately called the Chapel House in Melton 
bought to the town of Melton's use .. .. .. xxiH."

If I were asked to say how the former churchwardens of your 
town raised this money, I should point your attention to the il9. 
realized by the sale of the silver cross, the £10. raised by the 
disposal of the silver censers and cruets, to the £3. odd obtained 
on the silver and gilt images of St. John and St. Mary. And as 
some persons present may be doubtful on this head, I transcribe 
the following from the end of the account.

"Mem., that upon St. Stephen's Day, videlicet, the 26th day of 
December, in the third year of the reign of Edward the Sixth, 
the Account was made by William Lane and Nicholas Cowlishaw, 
churchwardens, the charge and discharge thereof appeareth, and 
all things allowed and disallowed there remaineth clear in ready 
money 18s., and in their room is chosen Robert Oldham and 
John Fishpool to be churchwardens, and delivered unto the same 
the said sum of 18s." *
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But to resume:—Tn the year 1550 Tindal's translation of the 
Bible into English was published. In this year, too, the following 
items occur in the parish book:—

" Pd. to Robart Gervys for defacing the altars beneath in the
Church .. .. .. .. .. .. iiis. id.

" Pd. to Roger Gervys for taking down the high altar and the
altar in the vestry .. .. .. .. .. xx<Z.

"Pd. to John Gadder for making the communion table and other
things in the church .. .. .. .. .. iiis. jd.

At this time occurs the first mention of the parish register:
" Pd. for kepyng the boke of chrystninge and weading and berying xiid."
Subsequently in Edward's reign, the Common Prayer Book 

was adopted by Act of Parliament, the Psalms were translated 
into English metre by Sternhold, a short catechism was published 
by the bishop of Winchester, and the plate and ornaments remain 
ing in the churches after previous visitations, were seized upon by 
the royal order. Then came the death of the young monarch, 
amid the unfeigned and almost universal mournings of the people, 
in the seventh year of his reign and the sixteenth of his age, in 
the month of July, 1553.

Every reader of English History is painfully familiar with the 
name of Mary. Scarcely had she assumed the diadem before she 
showed what her designs were in reference to religion ; for in the 
latter part of the month of August she prohibited all persons from 
preaching without her special license, having already ordered a 
funeral service to be performed for her deceased brother, in her 
own chapel, with all the ceremonies of. the Church of Rome. In 
Melton the young king's death was celebrated by the ringing of a 
dirge:

" Item, paid to the ringers for a dirge for the king .. .. viiid."
Again the mass was heard within the walls of the ancient fabric 

in which for five or six years the Protestant service had been 
observed, and speedily was the restoration effected ; as, on the day 
after the ringing of the dirge, was the mass said:

" Item pd. for the next day after for mass .. .. .. id."
But, notwithstanding the Queen's prohibition, one man dared 

to preach the simple truths of the New Testament, unawed by 
the royal mandate. His figure is before us,—short and compact, 
wearing his long overcoat of coarse cloth, his countenance fur 
rowed by years and sorrows, his hair white with the snows of 
eighty winters, his hand grasping the staff which supports his 
enfeebled frame, and hanging from his girdle his well-worn Bible. 
Who is this holy and venerable man, with bold, undaunted visage, 
with piercing glance, and who wears so sad and solemn a counte 
nance ? Behold him as he treads the causeway, and passes by 
the open doorways of the gabled houses of ancient Melton, while 
young and old, standing in groups, turn their curious glances
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towards him! Who is it? Who can it be? It is HUGH 
LATIMER.

In simple and quaint terms does the parish book record the
visit:

" Item, pd. to John Hynman and to Robert Bagworth for ringing
the great bell for Master Latimer's Sermon .. .. ii<Z. 

" Item, pd. for Master Latimer's charges .. .. .. ii». iiijd."

It was in October, when Mary had been on the throne little 
more than three months, that the great bell of your parish church 
summoned the inhabitants to hear " Master Latimer's" sermon. 
Hushed and breathless was the crowd which collected in the nave 
and aisles, when he, with something of a prophet's gift, and already 
approaching near to the martyrdom which was to light up a candle 
never since extinguished in England, ascended the pulpit; and 
ever-memorable to his hearers must have been his familiar and 
homely yet powerful appeals on that occasion.

Was it Melton—if it were not, it might have been—to which 
Latimer alluded in one of his sermons, delivered before Edward 
VI., when he said he knew "a great market town, with divers 
hamlets and inhabitants, where do rise yearly of their labours to 
the value of fifteen pounds, and the vicar that serveth (being so 
great a cure) hath but twelve or fourteen marks by year; so that 
of this pension he is not able to buy him books, nor give his 
neighbours drink." It can scarcely be doubted that this place was 
Melton—a "market town" with "hamlets"—and the entries read 
from the parish books corroborate the assumption. It is very 
probable Latimer was a comparatively frequent visitor to this place, 
as might be proved ; but time will only permit me here to add of 
him, that twelve months after the date here mentioned he was 
burned at the stake in Oxford under circumstances of which the 
memory is unfading.

Meanwhile, step by step, though in rapid succession, Mary 
endeavoured to restore the observance of the ritual so recently 
abolished. Towards the close of her first year's reign an act was 
passed, enjoining the revival of the. old forms of worship; and a 
Convocation was held, at which the doctrine of transubstantiation 
was re-established. In March, 1554, the mass was again publicly 
performed, and this of course rendered the re-erection of altars 
everywhere necessary. In Melton the procedure is thus notified 
in the Churchwardens' Accounts:

" Item, pd. for seven strike of lime for the high altar, and mending
the wall over it .. .. .. .. .. iiis.

" Item, pd. to William Hawley for carrying of stones for the altar
one day .. .. .. .. .. .. vid.

" Item, pd. to Wm. Dyng for carrying of stones for the altar one
day .. .. .. .. .. .. .. viid.'

" Item, pd. to Thomas Gulson for mending of the wall over the
altar .. .. .. .. .. .. iiyd."
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Provision for the various requisites for the performance of the 
ancient worship was also necessary:

" Item, pd. to Margaret Barber for a cross-cloth .. .. iiiid. 
"Item, pd. to Thomas Pickering for making of the Sepulchre and

other things at the same time .. .. .. .. iis. iiijd."
The annual procession through the streets on Whit-Sunday was 
again instituted ; the banners and streamers then carried were 
once more brought forth; and thus to all appearance the outward 
pomp and ceremony of the Roman worship were again in the 
ascendant.

" Item, pd. to William Hawley for a streamer and a banner pole xxd. 
" Item, pd. to Arthur Eose for a piece of wood to make four banner

poles .. .. .. .. .. .. xiid.
"Item, pd. the same day 28th of April, to Thomas Pickering for

making of them .. .. .. .. .. viiid."
In the month of November following, Parliament met and passed 
various reactionary measures; among which was one for the revival 
of the laws against Lollards and Heretics—the preliminary to the 
terrible scenes enacted in Smithfield and all over the country.

Early in 1555 those persons who had seized the plate and 
effects of the church were called to a severe account, and forced to 
purchase their pardon by large payments. The progress of the 
reaction is.exhibited by the entries in your parish books, such as 
these, relating to wax lights, the patarn or lower rail of the altar, 
to the holy water strynkil or brush, to the banners, to the priestly 
vestments—alb, amice, rochet, and surplice—to the holy water 
stock or basin, and to the rood loft with its accompanying figures:

" Item, pd. for two pounds and a, half of wax for the Sepulchre
light .. .. .. .. .. .. iiis. iiij<Z.

"Item, pd. to Nixon of Sysonby, for setting up the patarn in the
church .. .. .. .. .. vd.

" Item, pd. to Wm. Twigg for the patarn in the church iis.
" Item, pd. to John Harston for a holywater strynkil .. id.
" Item, pd. for four stones of lead to make the holywater stock iiijs.
" Item, pd. for mending the stonework by the holywater stock iid.
" Item, pd. to John Harston for bearing a banner about the field id.
" Item, pd. to Alice Wright for making an alb, an amice, a rochet,

and a surplice .. .. .. • • • • xiiijd.
"Item, pd. to John Gadder for setting up Mary and John and

mending the Eood Loft .. : • • • • XYS. 
" Item for a piece of wood to mend the Eood Loft to Hugh Lacey viiid."
Nor was the replacing of these symbols and the resuscitation 

of the practices just referred to the only way in which the tempo 
rarily revived Romanism of Queen Mary and her advisers mani 
fested itself. At this date the see of Lincoln was held by John 
White, an austere zealot of the unreformed faith—he paid a visit 
to Melton, no doubt for the purpose of trying to reanimate the 
dying embers of his faith in your town. He is thus mentioned:

"Item, pd. for a gallon of ale to the ringers, when the bishop
was here .. • • • • • • • • • • ™^-

" Item, for a book that is my Lord Bishop's Acts .. .. aid."
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Subsequently to this time, in the reign of Mary, little remains 
to be mentioned respecting the ecclesiastical history of Melton. 
It was now that the fagots of persecution were blazing in almost 
every town in England, and that religious intolerance was raging 
with terrible and uncontrolled fury. Your parochial records, are 
silent concerning this " reign of terror;" and no instance of 
martyrdom in Melton is recorded. When Mary died, the event 
must have afforded relief to everybody possessing any humane 
feeling whatever; since it brought to a conclusion the fearful 
spectacles which had outraged our common nature.

Once more there was a reaction, and this time it was final. 
Queen Elizabeth was scarcely seated on the throne before a 
proclamation was issued prohibiting disputes about religion, and 
declaring that the Romish ritual, with the exception of the part 
relating to the Elevation of the Host, should be observed until 
altered by Parliament. A proclamation was also published pro 
hibiting all preaching without special license, and ordering the 
Lord's Prayer, the Creed, the Ten Commandments, and the 
Gospel, to be read in the English tongue. The Romanist customs 
were, however, maintained to the last hour possible, as this entry 
in the books in Queen Elizabeth's reign testifies:

" Item, pd. for bearing banners on Cross Monday .. .. iid."

The popular feeling on the restoration of the Reformed worship 
operated, I fear, in the commission of some excesses. The 
populace identified every ornament, every symbol, with Papist 
superstition and intolerance. Hence, in many instances, they 
broke into the churches, burnt what they could put their hands 
on, and shattered the window p_anes. An entry in the accounts 
seems to suggest such scenes here :

" Item, paid to the glazier for mending the glass windows .. xxxs.
" Paid to Ding for helping him .. .. .. .. xiid.
"Pd. to Moody and Love for mending the glass in the great

window .. .. .. .. .. .. iid."

Far more satisfactory to you than these indications of disorder 
will be the next items I quote :

" Paid for a Communion Book and a Psalter .. .. .. vis. raid.
" Pd. for our charges, and four more, at Leicester, at the visitation,

and for our horses .. .. .. .. .. iujs.
" Paid the same time for the Instructions .. .. .. -viiid."

"Instructions" intended evidently for initiating the congregation 
in the new worship. In the month of November in this year 
(1559) a translation of the Scriptures was undertaken by authority, 
and it afterwards became the basis of the present version. The 
next item I quote, though brief, has a deep significance:

" PAID FOB THE BIBLE .. .. .. .. .. xvis."
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Equally emphatic is the next item I select for your remembrance:
" Pd. to Hickson for taking down the altar and to Dyng for carry 

ing away the stone .. .. .. .. ..us. iid."

As a necessary consequence, the communion table took its place : 
" Pd. to Kidyar for mending the table and serving a form .. mjd."
Probably the table used in Edward's reign was found and 

restored to its place. When the Bible had been provided, and 
the altar removed, and a table introduced into the chancel, there 
was no possibility of the rood loft being permitted to remain:

"Pd. for taking down the Hood Loft.. .. .. .. iis.iiijd."

Our next item is in character with those preceding it:
" Pd. for a table and a calendar .. .. .. .. iis."

When, in the year 1562, the Thirty-nine Articles received the 
subscription of the two Houses of Convocation, the Reformation 
may be considered to have been established by the Legislature; 
so far, indeed, as law can influence religious conviction, or at least 
outward observances of religion. In that year the parish officers 
of Melton made other provision for the reformed worship :

" Pd. for nine yards of cloth to make a tablecloth in the choir .. xiis. 
" Pd. for bread and wine for the communion at sundry times .. \id."

Here, then, let it be remarked, you meet no longer with the high 
altar and the mass, but with the table and the Holy Communion. 
With the act confirming the Queen's supremacy over all estates, 
ecclesiastical and temporal—passed by Parliament in January, 
1563—the new order of things may be said to have been brought 
to a fixed, definite, and lasting position.

Here I conclude this paper, having shown you, from the records 
of your own parish, how your Town Estate was first obtained, how 
your Free School was originally endowed, and how the progress 
of the Reformation is evidenced by the sale and purchase of 
ecclesiastical furniture in the period of the development of that 
mighty event. It is true the entries in a churchwarden's account 
afford comparatively slight and feeble traces of the past; but 
probably the hand of the homely townsman who wrote the obsolete 
characters I have often with difficulty deciphered, trembled with 
the impetuous flow of the vital current, as it was stimulated by the 
conflicting emotions—the hopes and fears, the exultation and de 
spondency—of a crisis unparalleled in excitement in our national 
annals. Slight and feeble, however, as are the traces of the 
byegone—the ink brown with the trial of three centuries, and the 
paper musty with its long entombment—their utterance is as that 
of the living voice of man speaking to us over the dim void of 
ages, telling us, in broken sentences and painful ejaculations, some-
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thing of the struggles and the sufferings of our remote ancestors. 
That voice comes to us from the grave of the long-past years with 
its solemn lessons, bidding us remember how many tears, how 
much treasure, and what torrents of blood have been given as the 
price of the religious truth and ecclesiastical freedom we now 
enjoy without stint and without danger. May the great lesson of 
the sixteenth century be gratefully remembered by us of the nine 
teenth century ! May we never forget that it is one of our choicest 
heritages as Englishmen, and like other heritages is not merely 
ours selfishly to reap the profit of; for we are bound, by the 
honour we bear our heroic forefathers, who won for us our spiritual 
estate, and by the respect we would ourselves deserve in our day 
and generation, to act like faithful stewards, and to transmit our 
domain of truth and freedom unimpaired to posterity.
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